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Foot-Race...
SME's 312S 12" Tonearm

A repoirtad [n besues 50 .and 51 (05
becoming increasingly diflicult o ignon
the claims for inherent supericety made
for 12° bomearms over thedr shortear (o
should that be “stunfed” ) ninednch
medadivies. 1i's nod just the sonic evidence
aither. Whilst this trail arpuably startad
with the revelatony uplift in perormance
afferad by the SME 241 2 and was
signilicantly reinlorced by subsequenl
experience with the VPLIMW 127,
Kuzma 212 and Schroeder toreams
thesre seems o be no abatement in the
[l of new anms reaching the mared
Time then o examine these newoomers
and discem whather the 12° affactive
lengrh 15 of special sanifcanoe
of just a happy accident
There's no denying
[he significant rduction in
tracing distortion that comes
wilh increased elfective length. The
questions that g0 with that obsarvation
are whether thal increase can be
achieved without compromising
other areas of lonearm pedormancs
(eflective mass, structural integrity and
resonant bahaviour) and perhaps mome
pertinently, it it's sosignificant, wouldn®
wie be botler olf using a linear acking
design? With these issues in mind, I've
assembled a second group of tonearms
fios s st hony consstent the musical
qualiies delected in the previous
reviews prova o be. s this a functicn
of armHlength and reduced tracing
dlistoirtlon, orsomeathing else antiralv?

.

The SME 3125

Cosarad in detail in lssua 50, ' confine
sl ! 1o the blgh-points here The 3125
dilfters troim the ariginal 312 in several
imporiant espects, Wheress the arginal
meddel usaed an aluminium casting for
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thes armitiibe, the S version emplovs a
magnesim wbe detivaed from the ohe
usad in the Senes V. delivening a stiffer
structure and ane thai's a third lighber,
The 5 albso borows jis npraied ABEC
T baarings lmom the Series W, along
with the damping trough. Howeaver,
the counterwaight assembly s drawn
from the X0 sees amms aliminating
the sprung downlone of the lagship
design. Whilst this epresants a step
backwards in tems of ease
of 152, mary Cwnes
of the V

actually
[rrefer o s
gravity tosal VTF whiolly
of in part, fealing that the amm
gonds bettor that way

AL Eirstsight, the dectsion o s 4
detachable beadshell might seem like
a poor compeomise, but SME's collat
connacton s about assecure asa
detachable design can be, whilst also
allowing proper azimuth adjustment, a
crifical alignment denied by onepiece
designs and panticulary impartant gven
the: greater effective massof a 12" am
Addd the meduction in tracing emor o the
simplified tracking force anangements
and you have an amn that in many
respects represents possioty the best
owierall sonke compramise in the mange.
Although criginally only available a5 a
package with the 2] 2 the 2135 is now
a0 avallable s aseparaie fem, ata
price of £1408.37. Maturally you peta
full suite of SMEs familiar ook, making
accurate satup asimple and methodical
process with essy and moee importantly,
repaatalie sleps. Don'| howevar [
fooled by the apparent versatility offered
b the detachable shell. Swapping
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cartrid ges royuies resdjustrment of VTF
WT A azimuth and overhang and B really
only a practical propositicn for those
wanting o mn mono and stereo versions
af the same plekap Wirng comes fiom
velH and a5 usual, | chose o upgrade Hhe
axtemal lead as mentionad abonve,

To anvbaody Bamillar with SME anms
[t {at beast from
(he 5 cnwards il
shoukd come as no
surprisa that the

sound of the 3125
is characierzed
by its stability

and smooth,

unflustend
s, uncler even
the most demanding musical loads. Nor
will It surprise you that that smoathness
can, If proscked, tp over inlo a velvety
darkness, making carridge choice a
significant factor. Prior experisence with
the My3cmic Eminent had deliverad
good results, while Lyra's also work
wial | Conversely, (he Koelsy Linshi Sky
Blue tock on a symupy. closed in quality
dramatically at odds with its powerfully
enerpatc perfarnance in the Brinkmann
and Cansonance amms, 5o this ime
round most of my listening fastenaed
an the Lyra Skala, acanridge whosa
combination of speed, transparency
and substance seems ideally suitad o
the SME.

Plaving Johanna Martzy's wonderful
Krenzer sonata on Coup d Archet, the
3125 holds the miationship batween the
violin and piano perfectly, the spead
and quicksilver sprays from the fiddle
[rofsec against (he sonorous [resence
al lhe unmistakably porcussive
piano, The changing lead, the wav in
which the emphasls passes from one P




B instrument to the other s baautifully
sorved, the paises and created lension
between them perfectly presarved
This is all aboul the muskc, the
compostion served by the understatad
brilliance of Marlzy and her astonishing
undersianding with har accompanist.
What vou hear is a braathtaking
rel fzation, musiclans at the helght
al [heir expressive powers, muske
conjured k2 life, vibrant and dynamic,
colourful, enargetic and affecting

[I's & perlormancs thal rests on the
SME's evenness top o bollam and the
aasy flow it allows the music. Despite
the weight and dynamic wallop it
dealivers when called for, this s an
anm that daoesn' | cany the burden al a
big stick, wielding it when necessary
bt atharwise unencumbarad by
[mpending welght thal's walting in the
wings. Whilst the 2125 will never maich
the airv delicacy of the Brinkmann (or
for Eat matter the awesome power
and drive of the STEX overa| ||
alfers the most balanced perdommanoe
of the three pivoled arms reviewed
hara, Equally a1 home with the alrmost
beallatic demands of a vialin sonata,
the scale and pomp ol Cermen, or the
pre-grunge, undulating murk of early
Cure, [ manages o hamess the music’s
forward momentum and energy i
(Huminate its phrasing. o woave [is
interlocking strands inio their propar
shapa. Whereas shortar SMEs can
sound tght and ovartly controllad
in their delivery, the 2125 allows
the playvers an almost caralree
latitde when requirad, whilst
never kosing its grasp of the
misic's empo and structone, the
shape of the bigger picture.

Anaother noteworthy aspect of
the Skala/21 35 pairing s the absence
ol prain or mechanical nfrusion on
proceadings, Again, relative to the
other pivotad amms here this is the laast
anrally [nvasive, e ofe Yol nlice
[zt in operation. Instead it puts the
musical perdormance firmly first, its
o conin butlon notable mare by

absence than commission. Thera's sill
asublle loss of airand acoustic detail,
and it stops just short of the widest
dynamic swings. Bul these ane subtla
fallimgs indecd. and outside of direct
COmparison acress amms or 'labkes it's
unlikely vou 1l be troubled by them.
Besides which, any am that bettays
the SME 15 also consicderably more
axpensivel
One factor that should be noted is
the inclusicn of YTA adjustment in the
Stabd XL's amm woswiars, a vital factor o
achieving mecond-lorecond consislency
with the Lyracarndges. [f that isnt an
availabla option with vour deck, and {1
generally =L vou 1l need o rely alther
on SME's threaded rod arranpement
to optimmise armheight for each disc
ar select & less o teal cantridge. The
aforementionad MySonke sulls
perectly, whilst the varols
Clearmudios also work well
Fread of such considerations,
the 31 2Z/5kala palring has
sajled throuah madedal as
varied as Americana
and madngals,
the tzhal
brilliance of
Respighi and
fragila baznky
of Corelll, the
granchaur af RywW
and the spiky,
angular inticacy
of Terpsicore
Meewver has il
stumblad
and rasvar
/ once has 1
clisapoinled.
Being lauded
&6 4 greal
all-rounder ks
Lantamount o damning with [aind praise
in every field save Lords cricket ground.
Allroundar? The 21 25is lan Botham, a
larger than Jite character who grew ol
ol a genlemanty tradition. And if this
arm thankiully lacks Boflv's propensity
tey cifend, it also makes significantly
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Hvadier ard more charsnatie

misic than its 9" siblings. Don't be
confined by preconceptions or pasl
experienca, the 2125 rewrites the
sonic nilebook, building significanty
o the engineering oundation of

its predacessors. Here isa 127 anm
that offers supert parformance that,
than s o s excellent rangs of sal-
Up and alignment lools you shoukd
hiave no rouble in ealising. It offors
the practical benefits of a beautifully
execiten detachabde headshell and
srvice and suppord thal i second o
none, A jov o use, 3 joy ioown, most
importapntly the 23125 s a jov o listen 1o,

Conclusion
This arm, along with the 12° VPLIMW,
Kuzma 212 and Scroeder, all
share a common quallty, asenss
ol uninhibiled musical Now, thal
ran only derive from their increasad
effective length and the subsequent
reduction n racing distoriion. Reduce
thal [aclor still further and the gains
become greater still. For once the
verdict is clear, despite the associated
COMPrommisas when it comes o
complexily, rgidity and efllective
mass, &5 far as pivoted oneanmns are
concermead, longar (s indeed batier
Factoring parallel trackers (o the
eqjuation simply demonsirates just
how important this issue rally is.
with aven significant deviations from
the mechanical ideal easily being
otweighed by the performance gains
cwerall. For senious record epday 127
arms are {ast becoming the de facto
stardard - and rightly so, pef
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